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Sicily served as a pivotal laboratory for medieval Islamic-Christian interactions. This study 
examines the enduring impact of Arabic administration and culture on the island's linguistic 
heritage, material culture, and contemporary identity. Using a decolonial philological framework, 
it investigates the integration of Arabic terminology and toponyms into the Sicilian idiom. 
Ultimately, the paper demonstrates how Sicily's Islamic heritage provides a vital framework for 
modern intercultural dialogue and progressive education. The history of Sicily cannot be fully 
understood without considering the profound influence of Islamic and Arabic civilization on the 
island’s cultural and linguistic identity. Between the ninth and eleventh centuries, Arab-Muslim 
rule transformed Sicily into an important Mediterranean center, leaving a lasting legacy in 
agriculture, architecture, language, intellectual life, and cultural traditions. 


