
Juliane Hammer [jhammer1@gmu.edu] is assistant professor of Islamic studies in the Department 
of Religious Studies at George Mason University, Fairfax, VA. Previously, she taught at the 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte, and Elon University. She holds an MA and Ph.D in 
Islamic studies from Humboldt University in Berlin, Germany. In 2002-2003, she was a postdoctoral 
fellow at the Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding at Georgetown University, Washington, 
DC. Her dissertation research focused on contemporary Palestinian society, specifically Palestinian 
diaspora communities, refugee issues, and the experiences of returnees to Palestine in the 1990s. Her 
book Palestinians Born in Exile: Diaspora and the Search for a Homeland (University of Texas Press) was 
published in 2005. In 2007-2008, Dr. Hammer was visiting assistant professor and fellow in the 
Department for Near Eastern Studies at Princeton University. Her research interests include 
Muslims in America, Islamic education, gender issues, and Sufism. Her current research projects 
focus on American-Muslim intellectuals and their contributions to contemporary Muslim thought. 
Dr. Hammer has published several articles on American-Muslim women scholars, Qur’an 
interpretation and gender discourses in American-Muslim communities. She is currently working on 
a book manuscript examining the discourses surrounding the woman-led Friday prayer in New York 
in 2005. The book analyzes the writings of American Muslim women related to the prayer and 
argues that the debate surrounding the prayer allows for a larger examination of gender discourses 
among American Muslims regarding women’s leadership, mosque participation, media 
representations and Qur’an interpretations. Dr. Hammer has presented at international and national 
conferences and has organized workshops on Muslims in America and Muslims and media 
representations. She is a member of the steering committee of the Study of Islam Section at the 
American Academy of Religion and an editorial board member for the journal Contemporary Islam. 
She has taught courses on Muslims in America, women and gender in Islam, contemporary Muslim 
societies, Sufism, Islamic religious practices, as well as introductory courses on Islam, world religions 
and global issues. 
 

mailto:jhammer1@gmu.edu

